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Trees vs. Fences 

 Cost 

 Height: privacy, shade 

 Time to grow 

 Durability & maintenance 

 Ever-changing 



The Ideal Tree Screen 

 Evergreen 

 Fast growing 

 Dense 

 NO Leyland cypress!! 

 Diverse: species, height, color, 
shape, broadleaf/needles 

 All-season interest 

 Similar requirements (soil, 
water) 



Essential Considerations 

 Viewing angles 

 Height/Width 

 Light 

 Regulations (e.g. HOA) 

 Power lines 

 Property lines 

 Roads, driveways, house 

 Walnuts! 

 You as a gardener 



Native:  
Pine  
(Pinus spp.) 

 Eastern White Pine most 
common 

 Fast growing 

 Large 

 Dies off from bottom 

 Weeping and contorted 
varieties 

 



Native:  
American Holly  
(Ilex opaca) 

 Gets big!! 

 Walnut tolerant 

 Fussy about roots 

 Wide variety of other hollies in 
different sizes; e.g. ‘Nellie Stevens’ 

 Hollies need(the right) male to 
pollinate 



Native:  
Eastern Redcedar  
(Juniperus virginiana) 

 Not a cedar! 

 Cinderella: beautiful in the right place 

 Walnut tolerant 

 Moderately shade tolerant 

 Super fast growing 

 Deer resistant 

 Useful wood, berries 

 Cedar apple rust 



Native:  
Northern Bayberry  
(Myrica pensylvanica) 

 Broadleaf 

 Bushy, max height 10’ 

 Semi-evergreen 

 Fast growing 

 Somewhat shade tolerant 

 Aromatic, silvery berries 

 Wildlife friendly 



Coniferous:  
‘Green Giant’ Arborvitae 
(Thuja plicata x standishii) 

 Most common screening tree 

 Tall (up to 60’), columnar 

 Readily available 

 Fairly fast grower 

 Walnut tolerant, shade tolerant 

 Vulnerable to deer, spider mites 



Coniferous:  
Other Arborvitae 
(Thuja spp.) 

 Variety of heights, colors, growth rates 

 ‘Emerald’ is shorter and lighter than 
‘Green Giant’ 

 ‘DeGroot’s Spire’ resembles Italian 
cypress 

 



Coniferous:  
Other (False) Cypress 
(Chamaecyparis spp.) 

 Many textures and colors 

 ‘Hinoki’ is interestingly shaped 

 ‘Golden Mop’ striking with blue 
spruce, dark green conifers 

 Most don’t get tall, may be dwarf 



Coniferous:  
Junipers 
(Juniperus spp.) 

 Easy to grow 

 Dense 

 ‘Torulosa’ and ‘Robusta’ 
dramatically contorted 

 ‘Blue Arrow’, ‘Blue Ice’, ‘Moonglow’ 
offer color variation 

 Beware of spider mites 

 Most don’t get tall, may be dwarf 



Coniferous:  
Spruces 
(Picea spp.) 

 Big (unless dwarf) 

 Slow-growing 

 Most are conical 

 Drought tolerant, hate wet feet 

 Susceptible to disease 

 



Coniferous:  
Deodar Cedars 
(Cedrus deodara) 

 Vary in size; most are huge 

 Perfect statement tree 

 Graceful, fascinating 

 Tough and Himalayan 

 Dwarfs do exist 

 Not especially dense 



Coniferous:  
Cryptomeria 
(Cryptomeria japonica) 

 Similar appeal to deodars 

 Denser and shorter 

 Fascinating needles & cones  

 More interesting alternative to 
arborvitae 

 ‘Radicans’ and ‘Yoshino’ popular 



Broadleaf:  
Red-tip Photinia 
(Photinia x fraseri) 

 Attractive red tipped leaves 

 Very fast growing filler 

 Won’t get tall 

 Deer candy 

 Resilient 



Broadleaf:  
Cherry laurel 
(Prunus laurocerasus) 

 Classic look 

 Easily trimmed into hedge 

 Attractive white flowers 

 Some wildlife value 

 Invasive potential 

 



Flowering Native:  
Sweetbay Magnolia  
(Magnolia virginiana) 

 Tallest flowering evergreen 

 Less dense than grandiflora 

 Can defoliate in spring 

 Thrives in wet soil 



Flowering:  
Rhododendron/Azalea  
 

 Size varies widely 

 Not all azaleas are evergreen 

 Fussy about soil: well drained, 
acid 

 Usually demands some shade 

 Toxic to livestock 



Flowering:  
Camellia  
(Camellia spp.) 

 Fall or early spring flowering 

 Must be hardy varieties 

 Needs at least partial shade 

 Winter shade, summer sun 

 Slow growing, height limited 



Bonus: Layering 

 Add visual interest in front 

 Flowering bushes  

 Dwarf fruit trees 

 Dwarf conifers 

 Winter interest deciduous shrubs 
(red/yellow twig dogwood, 
winterberry holly) 

 Underplant with annuals, 
perennials, groundcovers 



Planting Trees 

 Fall is best (mostly) 

 Start small 

 Don’t amend 

 Mulch, mulch, mulch 

 Water the first year(s) 

 Stake if needed for 1 year 

 Don’t prune for 3 years 

 Spider mites 

 Oh, deer... 

 It will grow (and spread)!! 

 


